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Venerable Isaac the Syrian

[saac was born in Nineveh and in his youth lived an ascetical life in
the Monastery of Mar [Saint] Matthew in the proximity of Nineveh.
When Isaac became known because of the sanctity of his life and of
his many miracles, he was elected bishop of Nineveh and was
forced to accept that rank. But, after only five months, he left the
bishopric and secretly withdrew into the wilderness to the Mon-
astery of Rabban Shabur. He compiled many works of which about
a hundred homilies on the spiritual life and asceticism, written
primarily from his personal experience, have come down to us
today. He was unequaled as a psychologist and as a director in the
spiritual life. Even such saints as was St. Simeon [the New Stylite]
of the Wonderful Mountain near Antioch sought counsel from him.
[saac died in extreme old age toward the end of the seventh
century.
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Welcome!

To Our Guests:

While we are not yet in formal inter-communion with other faith traditions, we
have much respect for their rites of worship and sanctuaries of prayer. In our
tradition, Holy Communion is open only to those Orthodox Christians who
are in good standing with the Church and have prepared themselves by
prayer, fasting and a recent confession. Please do not be offended by this if
you are not an Orthodox Christian or in good standing with the Church. We
welcome you to our church and invite you to receive a blessing and partake of
the blessed bread at the end of the Divine Liturgy.

In our tradition... the church temple is a house of prayer. Upon entering it,
please refrain from unnecessary conversation before, during and after church
services, most especially during the Divine Liturgy from the time of the
consecration of the Gifts until the last person has received the Eucharist. At
the end of the Divine Liturgy, please come quietly forward to receive a piece
of the antidoron and exit the church temple without talking. During coffee hour
in the Church Hall is the appropriate place to exchange personal greetings
and converse with one another. May God bless your reverence and piety.

Epistle Reading: Timothy 4:9-15
Gospel Reading: Luke 19:1-10

Saints of the Day
Venerable Ephraim the Syrian; Venerable Palladios of Antioch;
Martyr Charita; Venerable Theodosios of Totma in Vologda; Isaac
the Syrian, bishop of Nineveh.

A Message from the Parish Council

Dear parishioners, as we plan for a new year, we ask you to con-
sider the level of your commitment to St. Basil. We face increasing
property insurance premiums and higher medical insurance costs
for Father Peter and his family. In addition, we need more financial
and human resources to build up our parish if we are going to give
birth to a Northshore mission. Let us pray to the Lord for guidance
as we make our pledge to further the ministry of St. Basil—Rob
Booms, Council Chairman.

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Friday, Feb. 2nd - Orthros; 9:00 A.M.; Divine Liturgy, 10:00 A.M.
Saturday, Feb. 314 - Great Vespers & Confessions, 5:00 P.M.
Sunday, Feb. 4th - Orthros, 8:30 A.M.; Divine Liturgy, 9:30 A.M.
Saturday, Feb. 10t - Great Vespers & Confessions, 5:00 P.M.
Sunday, Feb. 11th - Orthros, 8:30 A.M.; Divine Liturgy, 9:30 A.M.
Saturday, Feb. 17th - Great Vespers & Confessions, 5:00 P.M.
Sunday, Feb. 18t - Orthros, 8:30 A.M.; Divine Liturgy, 9:30 A.M.
Saturday, Feb. 24th - Great Vespers & Confessions, 5:00 P.M.
Sunday, Feb. 25t - Orthros, 8:30 A.M.; Divine Liturgy, 9:30 A.M.

Orthodox Thoughts from Theo, the Parish Possum
The year 1054 will be remembered for the “Great
Schism” between the Eastern and Western Christian
churches when the Pope excommunicated the Patriarch
of Constantinople. The split was, in fact, a long time in
coming. For at least six centuries, the Western and East-
ern churches had developed cultural and theological differences.
There were arguments over whether the Patriarch of Rome or the
Patriarch of Constantinople is “first among equals.” There was also
a dispute about the “filioque clause” in the Nicene-Constantinopol-
itan Creed. The Eastern church insisted that the Holy Spirit de-
scended only from God the Father and not, as the West contended,
from both the Father and the Son. Indeed, the Roman prelate be-
lieved that he could alter the ancient Creed without the consent of
an ecumenical council. In later years, the Roman church went on to
declare that the Pope is infallible on theological matters and that
the Theotokos, not just Christ, was immaculately conceived. The
Roman church decreed the celibacy of clergy and the existence of
purgatory which are not shared by the Orthodox church. After the
Crusaders brutally sacked Constantinople in 1204, there was little
love lost between the East and West. Sadly, there was never a re-
conciliation and no ecumenical council to reunify the churches has
been possible. While we await the second coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ, let us not dwell on our differences with our Roman broth-
ers and sisters but rejoice in much of the ancient faith that we hold
in common—Theo.
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Spiritual Counsels...
“He who does violence to his father and chases away his mother is a son
who causes shame and brings reproach.” Proverbs 19:26
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Church calendars, donation envelopes, pledge forms and house
blessing forms for 2024 are now available in the Church Hall.
Please see Fr. Peter for assistance, if needed.

House blessings are occurring this time of year. Please see Fr.
Peter to schedule the blessing of your home.

Dear parents, Our Sunday School classes are now gearing up to get
ready for the PLC Creative Festivals. They have been learning a-
bout this year’s theme "And we know that all things work together
for good to those who love God, to those who are the called ac-
cording to His Purpose." This year we will hold three workshops
after church to give them time to get their submissions ready.
These workshops will be on January 21, February 18 & March 24
from 12pm to 4pm.

Please join us on February 3, 2024 at 1pm to learn about The
Living Icon Connection - Mother of God with Guest speaker
Iconographer, Cheryl Pituch $15 - includes a tea lunch.

The Feast of the Presentation of our Lord in the Temple is Friday,
Feb. 2nd, Orthros, God willing, will be at 9:00 A.M. followed by
Divine Liturgy at 10:00 A.M.

Today’s Coffee Hour: Team 4, Next Week: Team 1.



